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Learn How To Print and Tile a PDF Sewing Pattern at Home.




The joy of PDF sewing patterns is that they are instant. PDF sewing patterns are also known as digital sewing patterns. They are designed to be printed at home on either A4 or US letter sized paper.  They are made up of several pages (tiles) that are joined together to make a complete pattern. Once they are downloaded you can print as many patterns as needed. No problems making different sizes, or losing a pattern piece, no more fragile tissue paper! You can just re-print!




Just pick your PDF sewing pattern and download it. Now, you can start to use up that stash of fabric that is slowly threatening to take over the house. Admit it you’ve got one! I’ve got one, we’ve all got one…and if you don’t have a stash of fabric…you want one!




Putting your PDF sewing pattern together is a very simple process.  Grab a cup of tea and follow this Printing a PDF pattern tutorial…




IMPORTANT UPDATE




	We now include an A0 file with each PDF pattern.  So you can print at a copy shop on a wide format printer.
	Can you only see 2 pages to print at home? You have probably opened the Copy Shop File by mistake. Open and Print from the file that is included in with the Maker Instructions.
	All patterns from The Somerset (pattern 08) onwards, the pattern and the instruction files are separate. 
	Save ink and paper. You will find a list of page numbers in the instructions so you can just print the pages you choose.





YOU WILL NEED









	A printer
	A4/US letter paper
	Paper Scissors
	Tape (transparent magic tape is the best – doesn’t yellow with age, it’s invisible, you can get pins through it)





How to Print Your PDF pattern




STEP 1




Download your pattern and save it to your computer.




Maven Patterns are also available through Etsy, and Etsy have kindly posted a guide to help with downloading digital items.




To open your digital file you need an Adobe Reader, which you can download for free.




Please note:  You can set your default PDF reader to one of your choosing on your computer. Apple computers often default to opening PDFs with ‘Preview’. Your pattern needs to be printed from Adobe Reader to make sure it prints at the correct scale.




Open your document and read it first!




You will find a set of instructions which include a cutting guide, fabric requirements, illustrated Maker Instructions and a glossary of terms as well as your pattern. It is not necessary to print everything. Save ink and paper by just printing the pattern and viewing your instructions on screen. You will find a list of page numbers on the CONTENTS page.








Make a note of the page number for THE PRINT TEST SQUARE, this is ALWAYS the first page to print. 




A PRINT TEST SQUARE is included on all digital sewing patterns. It is important so you can check that your printer is printing your pattern accurately. My patterns have a square 10cm x 10cm / 2″x2″ square. Check the size for different pattern designers – it will be clearly marked.




STEP 2








IMPORTANT: Ensure your print settings are correct, the pattern must print at actual size or it won’t fit you! These print settings all vary a little , on my computer (a PC) I use these options, yours may be different:




	Select your printer in the top left corner.
	PAGE SIZING AND HANDLING: CUSTOM SCALE: 100% (also might say ACTUAL SIZE/ SET SCALING TO 100%/ TURN OFF SCALING),
	PAGES TO PRINT: PAGES and tap in the page number of the print test square (19 in this case),
	ORIENTATION: AUTO/PORTRAIT LANDSCAPE to keep your pattern tile centralized.





STEP 3




Print the TEST SQUARE page.








Check the square measures 10cm x 10cm, if it does great – you’ll print an accurate pattern. If it doesn’t go back and fiddle with the print settings again.




Troubleshooting




	Check you are opening with the latest version of Adobe Reader.
	If you’re using a Mac and your pattern is opening in ‘Preview’, the default reader. Reopen in the latest version of Adobe Reader. FREE FROM HERE.
	Give your pattern time to download completely. Save it somewhere safe that you can find on your computer.
	Be sure to print from the SAVED version.
	Printing a pattern that is open from your internet browser will cause the pattern to not print out correctly.





Check the printer settings




	‘Actual Size/Scale 100% should be TICKED
	Make sure:  ‘Choose paper source by PDF page size’ is UN-TICKED.
	Still not printing OK? Click ‘ADVANCED PRINTER SETTINGS’ then click “PRINT AS IMAGE”
	It is important to use the latest version of Adobe Reader. 
	Make sure your printer is set to print on Auto portrait/landscape.
	If you are using Apple mobiles that might be the problem. They won’t download and open a pdf file without a pdf app installed.
	If you still have a printing issue; it’s time to check your printer drivers are up to date





Tiling Your Pattern




STEP 4




Once you are happy with your test square, you can print your pattern. Refer back to the contents page so you print the right pages. Soon you will have a stack of pattern tiles in front of you.








The grey square is the outside edge of your pattern tile. Trim away the excess overlap on two sides. For absolute accuracy cut on the outside of the grey line, so you can still see it. Carry on until all the tiles are trimmed.




STEP 5








Each tile has a large grey number in the centre. These run from left to right so you can put your tiles in order. A TILE LAYOUT DIAGRAM is included in the instructions as each pattern will vary a little.




STEP 6








Tape or stick tile 1 to tile 2. Line up the triangles and the pattern as you go. DON’T OVERLAP THEM just butt the grey frame edges next to each other. I always use transparent magic tape for patterns. Sadly, it’s a little TOO transparent to show up in a photo…hence the lovely washi tape! Some people prefer a glue stick. There is no right or wrong, it’s just a preference. Keep working your way across row 1, and then do the same for row 2.




STEP 7








Join rows 1 and 2 together. Continue until your  pattern is taped together, using the tile layout diagram as a guide.




STEP 8 








A whole tiled pattern can get a little unmanageable in one piece.  Roughly cut  out completed sections of the pattern as you go. Once you decide on your size, carefully cut out each pattern piece ready to make your garment.




And that, my sewing friend, is it!




Soon, you’ll be printing your PDF sewing pattern with confidence and tiling your sewing pattern together like a professional!




Happy sewing! Mrs M x





START YOUR SEWING JOURNEY NOW – Shop The Patterns





	
				
					
					

					The French Dart / 8-18

				
				£10.00 – £16.67

				
				Select options

			

	
				
					
					

					The Somerset T-shirt / 8-20

				
				£10.00 – £16.67

				
				Select options

			

	
				
					
					

					The Maria Apron

				
				£10.00 – £16.67

				
				Select options

			

	
				
					
					

					The Rochester Dress & Top / 8-18

				
				£10.00 – £16.67

				
				Select options
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		I have stumbled across your website and immediately order your “French Dart Shift”. First time trying out a PDF pattern and so far so good. It’s allprinted out and I’m ready to tile it together.
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		Hi Alene!

I’m sure you’ll love your French Dart – she’s very versatile! We’d we really like to see a picture when you’ve finished too 🙂
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		I am trying to print the French dart shift using “letter” size paper. The first 3mm of the left are not printing, I have played with borderless printing and adjusting the custom scale but I am struggling to print properly. Any ideas?
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		Hi Marina,

It does sound like the printer settings – most likely you need to select Auto Portrait / Landscape.

This is the list of usual culprits making printing tricky!

* check you are opening with the latest version of Adobe Reader.

* If you’re using a Mac and your pattern is opening in ‘Preview’, the default reader, reopen in the latest version Adobe Reader.

* Give your pattern time to download completely. Save it somewhere safe that you can find on your computer.

* Be sure to print from the SAVED version.

* Printing a pattern that is open from your internet browser will cause the pattern to not print out correctly.

* Check the printer settings:

* ‘Actual Size/Scale 100% should be TICKED

* Make sure:  ‘Choose paper source by PDF page size’ is UN-TICKED.

* Still not printing OK? Click ‘ADVANCED PRINTER SETTINGS’ then click “PRINT AS IMAGE”.

If you are still having trouble drop me an email to [email protected]
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Designer Deadstock Haberdashery - NEW STOCK ALERT! Dismiss
	
			
		

		
		

		
		

		

				
			
	
























